Impact of risk classification on nursing resource utilization, postoperative length of stay, and hospital costs for cardiac surgical patients.
Outcomes after cardiac surgery are a concern for patients, health care providers, and insurers. Because of the current economic climate, there is a demand for positive outcomes and an evaluation of negative results. The results of this study showed significant differences in nursing resource utilization, postoperative length of stay, and hospital costs by risk classification group. Risk classification models could serve as a template for staffing patterns and reimbursement based on patients' clinical profiles.